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Do not addreſs your Lordſhip, in this 
Epiſtle, by way of Inſtruction ; for the 
Good need none; but, in Order to ex- 


cite Curioſity, that it may be read. Beſides, 


my Lord, you are the Biſhop of London, 


and undoubtedly not only anxious for the 


Welfare of every Individual within your 
Juriſdiction, but of all Mankind, The Peo- 
ple, my Lord, are ſick of a ſpiritual Diſor- 
der, and ſtand in great Need of a {ſkilful 


 Phyfician; ſuch as I look upon your Lord- I 
"ſhip to be. In all Cafes, where Remedies 
- ought to be applied, the firſt Thing neceſſary 3 


is to find out the Cauſe from whence the 
Malady proceeds ; for unleſs that be properly 
rooted out, the Diſtemper will not ceaſe. 
The dreadful Calamities and Diſtreſſes which 
the honeſt, induſtrious Part of this Nation 
labours under, on Account of the Dearneſs 
of Proviſions, and every other Neceſſary of 
Life, claim the Attention of all good Men; 


and I dare venture to ſay, your Lordſhip has 
felt ſome Concern on the Occaſion ; eſpeci . 


Y 
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ally, as the Souls of the People are in great 
Danger. of being deſtroyed, as well as their 
Bodies. Hunger is ſharp ; Want is preſſing; 
Nature craves Support; and if it cannot be 
ſupperted one Way, it muſt- be ſupported 
ſome Way or other. It is impoſſible for a 
Woman now, my Lord, to keep a Habi- 
tation over her Head, manage the Affairs of 


that Habitation ;- and ſupply herſelf with Ne- 


ceſſaries of Life, by the Work of her own 
Hands. 'And, therefore, Thouſands turn Pro- 
ſtitutes for Bread; others, of a more robuſt 
Nature, rob and ſteal ; So that for one who 
went to the Plantations, or the Gallows a 
few Years ago, there are Numbers now. 
Great Pains are taken to make our Strects 
look magnificent to the Eye, whilſt the 
Hearts of the Inhabitants are either ſtained 
with Vice, or oppreſſed with Sorrow. The 
Baſis on which the Happineſs of our. Con- 

ſtitution was once fixed, is now gone; and 
England, which was even in my Memory 
the Envy of all Nations, is now the Seat of 
Guilt and Woe. | | | 
Many Cauſes are aſſigned for theſe Evils; 
though I fear the true Cauſe, my Lord, is 


not as yet known. Some impute it to the 
Avarice, or Neglect of the Governors; whilſt 


I have great Reaſon to believe they have the 
leaſt Share in it; and, if I am not much 
deceived, there is a ſecret Cauſe at Bottom, 
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of a more dark and dangerous Nature: A 
Cauſe which has not as yet been aſſigned 
and which (if not properly removed) muſt, 
in a few Years Time, fink this Nation in 
ſure Deſtruction. This, my Lord, is a moſt 
barbarous Opinion, inſtilled into the Hearts 
of all Degrees of People, by a Set of de- 
figning Villains, who teach them to believe 
that Acts of Inhumanity and Injuſtice are not 
criminal. And "Ha it is falſely aſſerted, 
that none embrace this Doctrine but the 
lower Sort; I poſitively affirm, that it has crept 
in amongſt all Degrees of People throughout 
his Majeſty's Dominions ; even the moſt opu- 
lent Dealers, as well as thoſe of higher and 
lower Stations; and the more Ground it 
gains, the harder ſtill our Misfortunes preſs 
upon us; which may eaſily be perceived; 
It may not be amiſs to inform your Lord» 
ſhip, from whence this barbarous, this deteſ- - 
table Doctrine firſt took its Riſe amongſt us. 
About thirty Years ago, a young Gentle- 
man, who had ſtudied Divinity in one of our 
Univerſities, happening to be more of the 
Thing he profeſſed to be, than ſome of his 
Neighbours ; took it into his Head to believe 
that it was his Duty to anſwer the End for 
which he was created, and do as much 
Good as he could in the World. In order 
thereto, he ſet himſelf apart to preach the Goſ- 
pel; and delivered the Truth with fo great an 
Appear- 
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Appearance of honeſt Sincerity, that it 
reached the Hearts of the People; and 
Numbers thronged from all Quarters to hear 
him; inſomuch the Churches in which he 
preached were greatly damaged; ſo that 
it was nct thought convenient” he ſhould 
continue to preach in the Churches. He 
then betook him to the open Fields, and 
drew many after him ; Perſons of all, Ranks, 
and all Stations, admired and embraced his 
Doctrine; and, in ſhort, he engaged the At- 
tention of the whole Nation. | * 
Another Gentleman, who had alſo ſtudied 
at the Univerſity, finding the Succeſs the 
Youth had gained, began to envy him; and 
as, in all Probability, he had more of Avarice 
and Deſign in his Diſpoſition, than true 
Piety, he could not help feeling ſome 
Grudgings, concerning the Profits he judged 
might be likely to ariſe from ſo ſucceſsful an 


- Undertaking. He looked upon the Trade to 


be an excellent good one; by far more bene- 
ficial than a petty Curacy, and reſolved to take 
it up. But the Point in Queſtion was, how 
to ſupplant the youthful Hero, and get all 
to himſelf. Teaching the ſame Doctrine, he 
knew was not the Thing. The Original 
would always be more regarded than the 
Copy ; and, conſequently, better rewarded, 
He therefore determined to act upon diffe- 
rent Principles, and fet up a Doctrine of his 
>" ; own, 
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own, in Oppoſition to the other; and ſuch as 
he judged would be more agreeable to the 
Minds of the People. The Gentleman who 
firſt ſet out (I hope he has not changed his 
Principles to comply with the Taſte of the 
Times) preached the Doctrine of Chriſt; and 
ve his Hearers to underſtand, that no un- 
clean Thing could enter into Heaven : That 
Sin muſt be put off, and they muſt be- 
come pure and perfect, before they could 
partake of the Purities and ſpotleſs Joys of 
the Kingdom of God. This, my Lord, was 
ſound Doctrine, and truly neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, Now, the other Gentleman, who 
I fear) did not care Two-pence whether bis 
octrine was ſound or unſound, ſo it an- 
ſwered his End; formed his Plan, as I ſaid 
before, upon different Principles; ſet up his 
Doctrine in Oppoſition to this; and gave 
his Hearers to underſtand, that there was no 
Occaſion for their putting off their Sins ; 
That ſinful corrupt Souls would go to Hea- 
ven: That good Works were no Way ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation: That human Beings 
could not do any Thing that was good ; and 
that to attempt it, was not only fruitleſs, but 
preſumptuous and criminal. That the greatet 
the Sinner, the more acceptable to God ; 
and that they had Nothing to do but to be- 
lieve that the Supreme Being was unjuſt ; or, 
what was juſt the fame Thing, that the 
e bleſſed 


Here, my Lord, was a Doctrine with a 
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bleſſed ſpotleſs Jeſus, who could not know 
Sin, came down from Heaven to make them 
a Preſent of his Righteouſneſs, and take 
their Sins upon himſelf ; after which they 
might act as they pleaſed, they could not do 


any Thing amiſs : Becauſe they received the 
| Spirit, and were guided by the Holy Ghoſt 


and they were juſtified in the Sight of God, 
by imputing their evil Doihgs ro Jeſus Chit ; 
and his Righteouſneſs to themſelves. 


Witneſs; a Doctrine only worthy of the 


Prince of Darkneſs, who was under ſome Ap- 


83 leſt the other ſhould aſſiſt in 
eſtroying his Power on Earth; and there. 
fore ſpared no Pains to employ his Miffiona- 
fies to oppoſe it. I need not ſay how far he 
has ſucceeded, it is too well known he had 
the Majority indeed ; the Gentleman gained 
his Point, and ſtrange Havock he has made 
amongſt the Souls of the People. He brought 
them glad Tidings, very glad Tidings. ' Poor 
Mortals love Sin better than they do their 
Souls; and ſo fine an Excuſe for pratifying 
heir vicious Inclinations, was joyfu Ting 
ire enough, which they readily embraced. 
Heretofore, my Lord, wicked Men were 
dautious of acting evilly, leſt it ſhould gain 
them the Reproaches of their Neighbours ; 


Now they act openly, without Reſerve ; 


Shame lays no Reſtraint upon them; "they 
2 43 3 act 
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act under the immediate Direction of God; 
they reproach their Neighbours, and de- 
nounce Damnation againſt all who are not 
of their barbarous Opinion. — Charity, the 
white-faced Cherubim that waits before the 
Throne of God, once ſat brooding over this 
Iſle with guardian Care; now ſhe is baniſh- 
ed from us. All Moral Virtues are cried 
down, as prejudicial to the Soul by leading 
People aſtray. Good Books, are exclaimed 
againſt, and diſcouraged. .'The Names of Vir- 
tue and Reaſon are almoſt ſufficient to get 
a Man knocked o' the Head; and every 
Kind of Villainy is practiſed openly, under 
a falſe Pretence to Piety. And though I 
think it is impoſſible that one in a Thouſand 
of theſe People can believe a ſingle Syllable of 
this Doctrine themſelves ; yet it is ſo fine a 
Cloak to cover their natural Propenſity to 
Evil, that it is their Intereſt to ſupport it; 
inſomuch, that even the honeſt Part of our 
Clergy are inſulted, abuſed, and told that they 
preach damnable Doctrine, when they exhort 
their Congregation to live like Chriſtians, 
What a ſhocking Sight, my Lord, muſt it be 
to a real Chriſtian, to ſee a Sermon printed 
which had been preached by one of thele 
People, in the Capacity of Chaplain to a 
public Charity, under the following Title. 
ENCOURAGEMENT FOR SINNERS; OR, 
R1GHTEOUSNESS ATTAINABLE WIT R- 
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our Wok ks. And yet the Gentleman who 
preached this Sermon, after having been diſ- 
charged for it, was admitted to a Curacy in 
one of our principal Churches in the City, 
which is conſtantly thronged with his Fol- 
lowers, and defiled with his deteſtable 
Doctrine. Nor is this all, my Lord : Too 
many-of our Curates take the ſame Road, 
to anſwer private Ends. They find the 
Trade to be a beneficial one, and cannot ſee 
why they ſhould not have a Right to come in 
for Snacks, as well as their Neighbours ; fo 
that the Religion of our Churches, on which 
the Happineſs of a preſent, as well as a future 
State depends, is changed into the Doctrine 
of D—Is ; which I muſt needs own, I think 
is a very great Pity; I was going to ſay, a 
very great Shame, Here ſpring up Mono- 
lizing, Foreſtalling, and every other Act of 
Crue ty, Injuſtice, and Oppreſſion. Our Mar- 
kets are daily loaded with Meat turned to 
Putrefaction, (a ſhocking, frightful Sight) not 
fit for Dogs to eat, and liable only to breed an 
Infection; and .afterwards thrown into the 
Thames, rather than the Owners of-it will 
ſuffer it to be fold at a moderate Price to 
relieve the Diſtreſſes of the Poor. The Price 
they get for Part of it is fo extravagantly 
great, that they can afford to loſe the Reſt ; 
and where Conſcience has no Share, they 
Pay little Regard to the Diſtreſſes of their 
Neigh- 
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Neighbours. . Nor is this Article of Provi- 
ſrons the only Part of our Misfortuncs. Eve- 
ry Thing we u car, and every Thing we are 
obliged to make Uſe of otherwiſe, is made ſo 
flight, and unfit for Service, that the People are 
forced to buy double the Quantity they had 
Occaſion for, when they had the Value for 
their Money; fo that their Pockets are drained 
every Way ; whilſt the wicked, avaricious 
Drainers engroſs the Riches of the Nation 
to themſelves, and wallow in Luxury and 
Eaſe, by deſtroying their Fellow-Creatures. 
"Theſe Gentry of whom I treat, are great 
Maſters of Art and Policy; they, never lay 
out a Shilling themſelves, but with one an— 
other; for which Reaſon Numbers turn to 
their Party, for the Sake of Intereſt, and the 
more they bring over, t! je ſtronger and richer 
ſtill they grow. 

As theſe People are all Saints or Apoſtles, 
(for fo they call themſelves) it is evident, my 
Lord, that there never were any real Saints 
or Apoſtles till theſe made their Apoearance 
on the Stage of Life; by Reaſon, ſuch as were 
looked upon to be Saints and Apoſties in for- 
mer Days, held quite different Opinions, 
They believed that they were created with 
Free-will, to chuſe or Good or Evil; they 
believed, in Conſequence of this,. that it was 
their Duty to do Good to every Thing, and 


no Harm; and to deal Charity to all who 
B 2 ſtood 
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ſtood in Need of it, to the utmoſt of their 
Power. They did not believe that Holineſs 
of Life conſiſted in Words only, but in 
Deeds. They did not believe that our Re- 
deemer came 1 the Earth to make them a 


Preſent of his Righteouſneſs, and take their 
Sins upon himſelf. They believed, that by 
their own Merits they muſt ſtand or fall; 
that by their own Works they muſt be tried, 
acquitted or condemned, before the Tribu- 
nal of the Moſt High. They walked hum- 
bly before God. They did not judge evilly, 
or condemn their Neighbours. They were 
not avariciovs. They lived not in Luxury 
and Eaſe. They ſought not after Riches; 
they were meek and lowly, and kept Nothing 
to themſelves, but what was juſt ſufficient to 
ſupply their Wants; whereas, the Holineſs of 
our Saints and Apoſtles, conſiſts in Nothing 
but Words. They talk much of Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs; they make a great Fuſs about 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, againſt which they 
blaſpheme every Hour of their Lives, by per- 
verting his Doctrine. They fing Hymns, 
pretend to expound, the Scriptures (the better 
to enable them to deceive) and this is called 
living exemplary Lives. The unfortunate 
Mrs. Brownrigg, was one of theſe exemplary 
Saints; and much Pains ſhe took to work out 
her Salvation : If the greater the Sinner, the 
more acceptable to God, ſhe took Care her 
5 Ko Portion 


Mt 

Portion of Happineſs ſhould be very large ; 
which, undoubtedly, the Gentleman who at- 
tended her at the Gallows was truly ſenſible 
of, when he informed the Multitude, that he 
was as certain of her Salvation as he was of 
his own Exiſtence, I am not ignorant that 
God has promiſed to forgive repentant Sin- 
ners; but it was not in her Power, unhappy 
Woman! to repent in a Manner acceptable 
to God by Reaſon her Crime was the Effect 
of her Diſpoſition, which was naturally har- 
dened, cruel, and inhumane ; and therefore 
| the could not love God ſufficiently to be 
133 that ſhe had offended him; for the 
pirit of God, which inſpires us with that 

Love, cannot enter into a hardened Heart: 
Her Repentance proceeded from the Trou- 
ble ſhe was in, on Account of the Sufferings 
ſhe was to undergo, and was therefore no 
other than an Effect of Self-love. There 
are four Motives, my Lord, for committing 
Sin: Avarice; the love of Pleaſure; a De- 
fire for Revenge; or, a Deſire for ſupplying 
our Wants. Now, ſhe had none of theſe 
Motives, except the Pleaſure ſhe took in Acts 
of Cruelty. So that it is plain her Soul was 
hardened, cruel, and inhumane, without the 
leaſt Spark or Gleam of Virtue of any Kind; 
"and, conſequently, a very unfit Companion 
tor the King of Purity, . 

| Chriſt - 
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Chriſt did not come upon Earth, as theſe 
People falſely aſſert, to juſtify the Ungodly ; ; 
for the Ungodly cannot be juſtified. No man 
can juſtify a bad Thing. He came to call 


Sinners to Repentance; that they might turn 


from their evil Ways and live. He came to 
teach them good Works; to tell them what 
they ſhould Jo to inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven. He told them they muſt love 
God, and keep his Commandments: That 


they muſt love their Maker above all Things; 


and their Neighbours as themſelves: That 
they muſt do unto all Men as they would 
they ſhould do unto them; for this (ſaid he) 
is the Law and the Prophets. 

Now, from the Time Chriſt came into the 
World, to the Time he went out of it, he 
never ſaid or did a Thing that did not tend 
to promote the true Practice of good Works, 
and what he had laid down to them in the 
foregoi ing Words; it was the whole Tenor 
of his Doctrine, his Precepts and his Ex- 
ample. He alſo told them, that the Soul 
that entered Heaven muſt be as pure and 
ſpotleſs as the new-boin Babe. It is there ſore 
plain and obvious, even to the weakelt Capa- 
city, that this Purity could only be attainable 
by a ſtrict Adherence to his Doctrine; a due 


Obſervarce in Regard to the good Works,* 


the good Things he had commanded them to 
do; 


L. 

do; not by his Blood's being ſhed; for had 
that been the Caſe, he needed not to have 
told them what they were to do to inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven. That he dicd for the 
Sins of the People, is moſt certain; for had 
there been no Sin, he had not come upon the 
Earth, and conſequently had not died. That 
his Death has brought Salvation to the World, 
is as certain; that is, it has brought Salvation 
to ſuch as have had Grace enough to love 
that Truth, which the Son of God held ſo 
highly in Eſteem as to ſuffer what he ſuffered, 
rather than forſake. It would be well for 
our Saints and Apoſtles, would they love and 
teach that Truth for which the Son of God 
ſuffered. He has cautioned us to beware of 
falſe Prophets, who come to us in Sheep's 
Cloathing ; and told us we ſhould know them 
by their Doctrines. Now, to know them by 
their Doctrines, is to compare their Doctrines 

with the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ; and all 
Doctrines that diſagree with his Doctrine, 
muſt be falſe Doctrines; and the Teachers 
of them falſe Prophets: For if there be no 
Name under Heaven whereby we can be 
ſaved, but the Name of Jeſus, there can be 
no Doctrine under Heaven, that can lead us 
the right Way, but his Doctrine. 

There are . two Principles, my Lord, 
whereby we can obtain eternal Felicity, 
or eternal Miſery : The one is, to do all the 

Good 
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Good we can to every Thing; and the other, 
all the Evil, or Harm. God acts by the one 
Principle, and Satan by the other. Now, if 
we work with Satan, we are of the ſame 
Spirit with Satan, and conſequently under 
his Direction; he therefore hardens us, and 
blinds us; the Holy Ghoſt cannot enlighten 
ys, or give us any Aſſiſtance, becauſe we are 


not of his Party; for God and the Devil 
cannot both Work together: 80 that what-. 
ſoever Light we may imagine we have in us, 


at this Time, is nothing elſe but Darkneſs ; 
whatſoever Faith may ſpring forth in onr 


Hearts, 'or whatſoever Notions we may have, 


of Things eternal and divine, are all falſe, all 
erroneous ;z becauſe they are the DiQates of 
Satan ; and he is the Father of Lies; the Spi- 
rit of Error. But if we act upon the ſame 
Principle with God, we then work with 
God ; we become of one Spirit with God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt joins us; he ſtrengthens 
us, enlightens us, and gives us Wiſdom ; he 
inſpires us with a true Knowledge of God 
and his Ways; ſo that we feel them in our 
Hearts, and as we grow in Grace, by a due 
Perſeverance i in Acts of Virtue; Sin dies, and, 
we grow in Purity; till, at length, we be- 
come perfect, even as the Angels are perfect; 
and then ſprings forth a true and lively 
Faith in God, and his beloved Son ; becauſe 


then we err all Things neceſſary to Sal va- 
| tion, 
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tion. It is therefore evident, that good 
Works produce a true and ſaving Faith; be- 
cauſe they ſaſten and unbend the Mind, and 
fit it for divine Inſpiration; without which 
we can have no true Faith; or Knowledge of 
any Thing. All we ſee is in falſe Colours; 
for, the Spirit of God, which inſpires us 
with that Faith, and lights us to that Know- 
ledge, cannot enter into a hardened, finful 
Hears, As I ſaid before, God _ Satan 
cannot both work together; we mult there- 
fore, firſt turn our Backs upon Satan, before 
we can behold, or know our Maker. 
Should any Man, who peruſes this Epiſtle, 
| be ſo great a Stranger to the Workin the 
4 Spirit of God, as to deny the Truth of the 
9 foregoing Particulars for better Confirma- 
7 tion, I refer him to St. Peter, the beloved 
Apoſtle of Chriſt. The Apoſtle who loved 
his Maſter ; the Apoſtle: in whoſe Name 
_ Chriſt laid the Foundation of his Church; 
and, to whom he gave the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. This Apoſtle could 
not err; and, in the firſt Chapter of his ſe- 
cond Epiſtle, may be found the following 
Words: | 
zd Verſe. © According as his divine Power 
* hath given unte us all Things that pertain 
* unto Life, and Godlineſs, through the 
Knowledge of him that hath called us to 
« Glory and Virtue ; whereby are given 
C 7 cx * unto 
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« unto us exceeding great and precious Pro- 
« miſes; that by theſe you might be Par- 
10 aakerd of the divine Nature; having 
te eſcaped the Corruption that is in the 
« World through Luſt; and beſides this, 


* giving all Diligence, add to your Faith 


« Virtue; and to Virtue Knowledge ; , and 
« to Knowledge, Temperance; and to Tem- 
tt perance, Patience; and to Patience, Godli- 
'« neſs; and to. Godlineſs, brotherly Kind- 
neſs; and to brotherly Kindneſs, Charity; 
c for if theſe Things be in you, and abound, 
« they. make you that ye ſhall neither be | 
.<&” barren,” nor unfruitful in the Know! 
. of our Lord .Jeſus Chriſt, But he that 
e lacketh theſe Things is blind, and can- 
% not ſee: far off, and bath forgotten that 


100! he was purged from his old Sins.“ 3 


Now, by being purged from their old Sins, 
the Apoſtle did not mean (what undoubtedly 
our Apoſtles would perſuade us to believe he 
meant) the Remiſſion of their Sins in Gene- 
ral. For, had there been a Poſſibility of 
- their Sins in general being remitted, whilſt 
6 were in this State of Barrenneſs, and 


Blindneſs ; ; it had not ſignified one ſingle 


Farthing, whether their Eyes had ever been 
opened, or no. By being purged from their 
old Sins; the A means, the Sins of 


_ © Idolatry, and Vabeliel, which were purged 


away by Faith, as ſoon as they had embraced 
the Chriſtian Religion. But, that Purity of 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, by which alone we can attain to a 
true Knowledge of God, and his beloved 
Son; and inherit the Kingdom of Heaven 
he gives us to underſtand, can only be ob- 
tained by Virtue ; by the true and unfeigned 
Practice of good Works. * 

I have remarked, that amongſt all the 
Traders in Religion, who have endeavoured 
to deceive the Ignorant, and draw them into 
Error, ſince the Days of Chriſt ; I never heard 
of one, who had founded his Doctrine upon 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, or, on that of any 
one. of the Apoſtles who had N 
him. St. Paul has been ſo happy as to ſup- 
ply them all. The Truth of the Matter is, 
there is Nothing in the Doctrine of Chriſt; 
or, in that of any one of the Apoſtles Who 


. had walked with him; that can anſwer any 


intereſted, or worldly End; and they are 
therefore conſtrained, of Neceſſity, to la 
Hold on ſome unguarded Words in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, which were wrote before he had 
arrived at Purity; and which, in Reality, 
were the Effects of a Miſtake he lay under 
in Regard to his own Converſion. But, as 
'the Apoſtle comes nearer to Parity, by a Per- 
ſeverance in Acts of Grace, he grows more 
enlightened ; and then they leave him; they 
follow him no farther. > 1 
Before St. Paul was converted, he was a 
very great Sinner ; he was guilty of Murder, 
"I | gad 
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and every heinous Crime. He had been con- 
ſegnting and abetting to the Stoning of St. Ste- 
phen; and had aſſiſted perſonally in that hor- 
rid Act of Cruelty. He had perſecuted the 
inoffenſive Followers of Chriſt, who had ne- 
ver done him the leaſt Injury, even to Death; 
which is evident by his own Confeſſion. He 
had made ſuch Havock in the Church, that 
the greater Part of her beſt Members were 
deſtroyed; and the few that remained were 
ſcattered about; not daring to appear; or at- 
tempt to preach the Goſpel; inſomuch, that the 
Apoſtles were obliged to fly to ſtrange Coun- 
tries, to ſave their Lives; by Means of which, 
the Church was in great Diner of falling en- 
tirely tothe Ground; and the Pains, which God 
and his beloved Son had taken, to d ene 
to redeem the World from Satan's Slav 
likely to be rendered of none Effect. Now, 
the beſt Method that could poſſibly be taken, 
to prevent this dreadful Calamity, and ſave 
the little Remnant that remained in Damaſ- 
cus, from ſure Deſtruction; was, to convert 
this hardened Sinner, in the Midſt of his evil 
Ways. The juſt Judgement of the Almigh- 
ty might, indeed, have fallen upon him, and 
cleaved him to his Mother Earth; but that 
would not have been of ſo much Service to 
the Church, as his being converted; by Rea- 
fon the all- ſeeing Eye of Wiſdom readily 
foreſaw, that the Teſtimony of this hardened 
Man, 


* 

on! who had proved himſelf ſo great an 
nemy to Chriſt, and his Doctrine: would 
be of much more Weight with the People, 
than if all the Friends and Followers of the 
Martyr had been preaching to the longeſt 
Day's-End in Eternity. Beſides this, the 
Apoſtles were grievouſly caſt down, by their 
ill Succeſs ; and their Spirits weakened and 
depreſſed by their Sufferings and Afflictions; 
ſo that this bold, this reſolute, this enterpriz- 
ing Man, was greatly wanting to aſſiſt them, 
and ſupport the Church at this unhappy 
— To this End, he was ſtopped in 
is Journey to Damaſcus, whilſt purſuing his 
barbarous Purpoſes; and, convinced by ſo 
ſtrong a Proof from Heaven, that this very 
Chriſt whom he ſo perſecuted, was of a 
Truth the Son of God; that he had No- 
thing left even to form a Doubt upon. Now, 
St. Paul's being converted, did not immedi- 
ately make him righteous, pure, or perfect; 
he was only convinced. For, no Man can 
be righteous, pure or perfect, till he is 
cleanſed from his Sin; he muſt firſt deſtroy 
the Power of Satan, within him, by acting 
upon the ſame Principles with Ged; before 
he can receive his Grace, or arrive at a 
| of Perfection. And the hardened - 
Sinner will find this a difficult Taſk to un- 
dertake ; for Sin, by long Practice, grows in- 
to a Habit, and takes Root in the Heart ; 
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ſo that there requires much Time and Tron- 


ble to get it out again; and, therefore, at St. 
Paul's firſt ſetting forth, he was only in his 
Minority of Virtue . he was but an Infantin 
Underſtanding; and, conſequently, not ſuf- 
ficiently enlightened, to perceive the true 
Reaſon why he had been converted ; and 
called in ſo extraordinary a Manner to the 


important Office. And, as he knew he had 


neither willed, nor run; or done any good 
Thing whatſoever, to merit the divine Fa- 
vour; he imputed it to the violent Affection, 


which God, and Jeſus Chriſt had for him, 
x. merely ts 4 Sinner and, therefore, he ſays, 


« it is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
4 that runneth; but of God, that ſheweth 
« Mercy; and did not in the leaſt doubt, 


but all heinous Sinners had an equal Right 


with him, to the fame Bleſſings from Hea- 
ven: Nay, it is evident, by the aſtoniſhing 


Pains he ſeems to take, to vindicate Sin; 


that, from what had happened. to himſe}, 


and a Conſciouſneſs of his Demerit ; he ac- 


tually imagined, that Sinners werr more in 
' Favour with God, than other People; and, 


provided they only believed as he did, they 


had nothing more to either hope, or fear; 
they were immediately juſtified; and become 


hteous, pure, and perfect ; as he conceited 


| he was himſelf. From this Miſtake of the 
- Apoſtle ſprung forth that dangerous and 


dreadful 
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dreadful Doctrine, which he at firſt endea- 
voured to perſuade the World to believe; 
that Faith, without good Works, was ſuf- 
ficient to juſtify a Man, in the Sight of God. 
And, though it had very little the Appear- 
ance of either Truth, or Reaſon ; it was, un- 
doubtedly, well received at that Time, by 
Numbers, who took Pains to cauſe it to be 
propagated ; by Reaſon, it oppoſed the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt, which was fo very terrible to 
them, as it aimed at deſtroying their Luſts. 
This gave much Offence to ſuch as had 
walked with Chriſt; had arrived at Purity; 
and knew ſuch Doctrines to be erroneous; 
inſomuch, it cauſed great Diſputes, Diviſions, 
and Differences among the People. St. Pe- 
ter, in one of his own Epiſtles, particularly 
warns his Friends, to take Care that they are 
not led aſtray, to their Deſtruction, by St. 
Paul's Writings; as others had been; and St. 
James's whole Epiſtle General, was written 
to correct his Errors; as may eafily be per- 


ceived: The Errors which St. Paul himſelf 


afterwards acknowledged to be Errors; and 
renounced as ſuch. Now, St. Paul, who, in 
Reality, had not the leaſt Inclination to do 
Harm; and, had only been hurried away by 
bis Zeal, to ſo great a Degree, that it left him 
no Time for Reflection; ſo that, he had of- 
ten expreſſed himſelf too unguardedly; Was 


| troubled, that his Writings, or Doctrines 
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otherwiſe, had cauſed any Diſputes or Divi- 
ſions in the Church. He, therefore, for the 
future, forbears running on with ſo great a 
Multiplicity of Words; and, in his ſecond 
Epiſtle, which is to the Corinthians; he 
ſeems entirely upon his Guard, in every 
Word ; nay, even his very Stile, is quite al- 
tered. Here, he tells them, that he came 
«© to them in Meekneſs, in Simplicity; and, 
t had determined to know no more amongſt 
<« them, ſave Jeſus Chriſt ; and, him cruci- 
t fied,” Now, this is a poor, weak Handle to 
lay Hold on, as ſome do; and aſſert g 
that knowing no more than Chriſt crucified, 
is ſufficient to juſtify a Man in the Sight of 
God; for, certainly, the Apoſtle meant no 
ſuchh Thing. The greater Part of this E- 
piſtle was written to reprimand the Corinthi- 
ans, for the Diſputes and Diviſions, which 
were at that Time amongſt them. He ſays, 
<< eyery one of you faith, I am of Paul, and I 
« of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of 
[| « Chriſt. Who is Paul? who is Apollos ? 
thi «© &c.” It is plain that theſe Diſputes, and 
my Diviſions had crept in amongſt them, by 
ny | Means of his former Doctrine; and that ma- 
119 ny of the Corinthians, had judged unfavoura- 
14 bly of him, on that Account. For, in the 
14th Chapter of the fame Epiſtle, he ſays, 
* But with me it is à very ſmall Thing 
that 1 ſhould be judged of you, or of 
SEL | - Man's 
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« Man's Judgment.” Now, for the fore- 
going Reaſons, he is cautious in what he ſays 
to them ; and therefore tells them, that he 
had determined to know no more amongft 
them for the future, ſave Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
him crucified, Me Te | 
In St. Peter's ſecond Epiſtle, and 3d Chap- 
ter, may be ſeen theſe Particulars. © And 
* account that the Long-ſuffering of our 
* Lord is Salvation. Even as our beloved 
* Brother Paul allo, according to the Wiſ- 
« dom given unto him, hath written unto 
& you, as alſo in all his Epiſtles, ſpeaking in 
e them of theſe Things, in which there are 
* ſome Things hard to be underſtood, which 
te they that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt, 
* as they do alſo the other Scriptures, unto 
* their own Deſtruction. Ye, therefore, be- 
* loved, ſeeing ye know theſe Things before, 
*« beware, leſt. ye alſo being led away with 
e the Error of the Wicked, fall from your 
© own Stedfaſtneſs.” ot 
It is manifeſtly apparent, by what St. Pe- 
ter ſays here, that People had been led aſtray, 
to their Deſtruction, by St. Paul's Writings, 
even before the Apoſtles died: And we need 
not take much Pains to find out what Part 
of his Writings they had been led aſtray by; 
St. Peter expreſſes it plain enough .: There is 
certainly nothing in his Writings that can 
give Offence to either God or Man; except 
3 8 the 
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the foregoing horrid Doctrine, of Faith with- 
out good Works, and the Doctrine of Pre- 
deſtination. It was therefore, undoubtedly, 
theſe two pernicious Branches that took ſo 
deep a Root in the Beginning, That have ſince 
produced thoſe admirable Doctrines, of Righ- 
teouſneſs attainable without Works, and free 
Juſtification by imputed Righteouſneſs—by 
imputing our Sins to Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
Righteouſneſs to ourſelves. Thoſe admirable 
Doctrines, I fay, which have ſpread them- 


{elves to ſuch a Width, in our Days, through. | 


out his Majeſty's Dominions, that Charity, 
Honeſty, and every other Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt are oyerſhadowed by them, and very 
rarely to be ſeen. . 

In the above Epiſtle of St. Peter, 2d Chap, 
he ſays, There were falſe Prophets alſo 
* among the People, even as there ſhall be 
&« falſe Teachers among you, who privily 
« ſhall bring in damnable Hereſies, even de- 
« nying the Lord that bought them, and 
* bring unto themſelves ſure Deſtruction. 
* And many ſhall follow their pernicious 


« Ways, by Reaſon of whom the Way of 


« Truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. And 
% through Covetouſneſs ſhall they with 
“ feigned Words, make Merchandize of 
8 you, whoſe Judgment now of a long 
Time lingereth not, and their Damnation 
** ſlumbereth not. — = 

Whether 
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| Whether St. Peter has propheſied truly, of 
hot ; and who the above Words mey be juſtly 

applied to, I will leave the world to adi, 
He who perverts the Scriptures, and denies 
the Doctrine of Chriſt to be of itſelf neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation, denies the Lord of Life: 
And ſuch as through Covetouſneſs, with 
feigned Words, lead People aſtray to their De- 
ſtruction, make Merchandize of their Souls, 
and their Damnation, indeed, ſſumbereth not. 
St. Paul's Opinion of Predeſtination may 
be eaſily accounted for. His Manner of be- 
ing converted was ſufficient to make him a 
Predeſtinarian ; becauſe he was filled with 
Zeal to ſo great a Degree that it left no 
Room for Reflection. However, if be meant 
any Thing of Predeſtination, in Reality, he 
certainly meant no more of it, than what re- 
garded the Church of Chriſt; though it ſeems, 
1n ſeveral Places, to be rather a Mode of 
Speech he had accuſtomed himſelf to, from 
being converſant amongſt the Gentiles, than 
any Thing elſe. We have the ſame Mode of 
Speech from them to this Day, and are fre- 
quently apt to ſay, Things are ordained, when 
at the ſame Time we don't believe a Word 
about Predeſtination. St. Paul faid many 
Things that he neither did, nor could mean ; 
and t 2 ſuch as have not Underſtand- 
ing ſufficient to enable them to find out his 


true Meaning, ſhould meddle with no more 
D 2 | of 
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of his Writings than what they find 3 
agreeable with the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt. 
He tells the Hebrews, that “ every Man 
te that uſeth Milk, is unſkilful in the Word 
* of Righteouſneſs, for he is only a Babe.“ 
And 'yet I dare venture to ſay, that no hu- 
man Being ever took it into his Head to be- 
live that the Uſe of Milk could make any 
Man a Babe, or unſkilful in the Word of 


Righteouſneſs ; for, had that been the Caſe, 


the Elders. of the Church would. certainly 
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have forbid the Uſe of the moſt valuable 


Part of our Nouriſhment. He charges the 
Corinthians to deliver a Man, who had com- 
mitted a Fault, unto Satan; and he gives 
Timothy to underſtand, that he hath deli- 
vered Hymeneus and Alexander unto Satan. 
Now, I am fully ſatisfied, St. Paul never was 
ſo weak as to imagine he had the Power to 
deliver any Man unto Satan. The Son of 
God had no ſuch Power, neither did he aſ- 
ſume it. He came to hinder People from 
going to Satan; not to ſend them to him. 
By delivering them unto Satan, the Apoſtle 
meant the putting them out of the Com- 
munity; having no more to ſay to them, no 
more to do with them, taking no more 
Pains or Trouble about them, but deliver- 
ing them up to their own headſtrong Wills; 
to their wicked Luſts; in ſhort, to the Power 
of Satan, to deal with them as he thought 


prope T. 
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proper. And yet on theſe unguarded Words, 
a certain Mother-Church builds her indiſ- 
putable Power of judging, condemning, and 
ſending whomſoever ſhe pleaſeth to eternal 
Damnation; a Thing which never entered in- 
to the Apoſtle's Thonghts. He was not as 
explicit, in many Particulars, as he might 
have been, had he known his Meanings would 
have been wreſted, and his Words made a 
wrong Uſe of. St. Peter ſeems to apologize 
for this Deficiency, where he tells the People 
not to think it ſtrange concerning the fiery 
Trial; for undoubtedly he could not help be- 
lieving that People would think it ſtrange; 
and very well they might. Nevertheleſs his 
Meaning may be perceived, though not by 
every Perſon who reads his Writings. That 
he was not as yet perfect, when he wrote 
thoſe dreadful Miſtakes, which are only to be 
found in his Epiſtle to the Romans, take his 
own Word for it: 

Seventh Chap. of Romans, Verſes 7, 8, &c. 

„ Nay, I had not known Sin, but by the 
* Law; for I had not known Luft, except 
« the Law had ſaid, thou ſhalt not covet. 
«« But Sin taking Occaſion by the Command- 
« ment, wrought in me all Manner of Con- 
« cupiſcence : For without the Law Sin was 
«© dead, For I was alive without the Law 
« once: But when the Commandment 
« came, Sin revived, and I died; and the 
« Com- 
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8 
Commandment which was ordained td 
Life, I found to be unto Death. For Sint 
taking Occafion by the Commandment, 
deceived me, and by it ſlew me. Where- 
fore the Law is holy ; and the Command- 
ment holy, and juſt, and good: Was 
then that which is good, made Death un- 
to me? God forbid! But Sin, that it 
might appear Sin, working Death in me 
by that which is good; that Sin by the 
Commandment might become exceeding 
finful. For we know that the Law is 
ſpiritual, but I am carnal, ſold under Sin. 
For that which I do, I allow not; for 
what I would, that de I not; but what 1 
hate, that I do. If then I do that which 
I would not, I conſent unto the Law, that 
it is good, Now, then, it is no more I 
that do it, but Sin that dwelleth in me. 
For I know that in me (that is, in my 
Fleſh) dwelleth no good Thing. For to 
will is preſent with me. But how to per- 
form that which is good, I find not. For 
the Good that I would, I do not. But the 
Evil which I would not, that I do. Now, 
if I do that I would not, it is no more I 


te that do it, but Sin that dwelleth in me. 
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I find, then, a Law, that when I would do 
Good, Evil is preſent with me, For I de- 
light in the Law of God, after the in- 


ward Man, But I ſee another Law in 
| «© my 
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* my Members, warring againſt the Law of 
* my Mind, and bringing me into Captivity 
* tothe Law of Sin, which is in my Mem- 
© bers. Wretched Man that I am, who 
* ſhall deliver me from the Body of this 
„% Death? I thank God, through Jeſus 
« Chriſt, our Lord. So, then, with the 
« Mind, I myſelf ſerve the Law of God; 
but with the Fleſh, the Law of Sin.” 

I think St. Paul has ſaid ſufficient to con- 
vince the World, that he was no perfect Man 
at this Time; but a poor, imperfect Mortal, 
ſtruggling with Sin, which he had not the 
Power to conquer. For there is no Creatute 
upon the Face of the Earth, but may avoid 
committing Sin, if he pleaſes. All Sins are born 
of the Mind; it is the Thought that begets 
them, and the Will that ſets them to Work, 
If People would ſet a Guard upon their 
Thoughts and Inclinations, think continually 
on good Things, and thereby hinder Sin from 
entering into them, they would not have the 
Will to commit it. And, without the Will, 
no Man can commit a Sin, as there are no 
Laws which oblige People to fin, Therefore 
St, James, who never ſaid a wrong Thing, 
ſays, © Reſiſt the Devil, and he will fly 
« you,” Now, it is plain that St. Padh at 
this Time, had not Strength ſufficient in his 
Spirit, to enable him to reſiſt the Tempta- 
tions of Satan, in a proper Manner; becauſe 


he 
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he did not fly from him. On the contrary, 
he vindicates Sin in a moſt ſhocking and 
unthinking Manner.“ Now, if I do that 
* I would not (he ſays) it is no more I that 
* doit, but Sin that dwelleth in me.“ This 
is a poor Excuſe, a weak Evaſion, for cer- 


tainly, if he had not had the Inclination to Sin, 


and the Will to commit it, Sin had not been 
in him. E 5 

In his next Epiſtle, which is his firſt to the 
Corinthians, you will find a very different Sort 
of Language. You will find there, that he 
has conquered Sin; that he has no longer 


any carnal Deſires, dins, or Luſts of the Fleſh. 


He is now able to command himſelf ; he has 
arrived at Purity, and is enlightened ; he is 
become a new Man; and indeed, any Perſon 
who Peruſes his Epiſtles from firſt to laſt, 
may readily perceive how he grows in Puri- 
ty and perfection, by his growing more anc 

more enlightened, and his Doctrine's coming 


ſtill nearer and nearer to the Doctrine of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. 1 Cor. Ch. ix. Ver. 26. he ſays, 


„therefore run not as uncertainly; ſo 


« fight I, not as one that beateth the Air; 
e but J keep under my Body, and bring it 
© to Sudjection; leſt that by any Means, 
% hen J have preached to others, I myſelf 
% ſhould be a Caſt-a-way,” | 
Now obſerve *carefully what he has laid 
before you immediately after, and. you will 


find 
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find that he is come to the Goal, and truly 
worthy of giving Inſtructions agreeable to 
his Maſter's Will. 1 Cor. Ch. xxii, and xiii. 
«© But covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts; and 
yet ſhew I unto you a more excellent Way. 
« Though I ſpeak with the Tongues of, 
„Men, and of Angels, and have not Chari- 
* ty, I am become as ſounding Braſs, or as 
e a tinkling Cymbal. And though I have 
** the Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all 
«© Myſteries, and all Knowledge: And 
« though I have all Faith, fo that I could 
remove Mountains, and have no Charity, 
% I am Nothing. And though I beſtow all 
% my Goods to feed the Poor, and though 
* I give my Body to be burned, and have not 
6% Charity, it profiteth me Nothing, Cha- 
rity ſuffereth long, and is kind; Charity 
te envieth not; Charity vaunteth not itſelf, 
«< is not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf un- 
« ſeemingly, ſeeketh not her own, is not 
« eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
< joiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the Truth, Beareth all Things, believeth 
all Things, hopeth all Things, endureth 
* all Things. Charity never faileth, but 
Whether there be Prophecies, they ſhall 
fail; whether there be Tongues, they ſhall 
** ccale, whether there be Knowledge, it 
“ ſhall vaniſh away, For we know in part, 

E * and 
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« and we propheſy in Part; but when that 
*. which is perfect is come, then that which 
« 1s in Part ſhall be done away. When I 
e was a Child, I ſpoke as a Child; I un- 
e detſtood as a Child, I thought as a Child; 
«© but when I became a Man, I put ny 

* childiſh Things; for now we ſee through 
*a Glaſs darkly; but then Face to Face. 
& Now I know in Part, but then ſhall T 
* know even alſo as Iam known. And now 
ce abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three; 
s but the greateſt of all is Charity.” 
Now here the Apoſtle makes a Diſtinction 
between Faith and Charity ; and let the in- 
tereſted Elect of theſe” Days, put whatſoever 
Conſtruction they will upon the Word Cha- 
rity, they muſt acknowledge, at the fame 
Time, that it is Something elſe beſides Faith. 
And, to ſuppoſe it (as they conſtrue it to the 
Ignorant) to be that Love, or any other Thing 
we owe to God, or Jefus Chriſt, were Blaſ- 
phemy. For Charity is a Thing that de- 
ſcends to Something below us, in Regard to 
either ſpiritual or temporal Affairs. It de- 
ſcends from God to us; but to go from us 
to God, is placing ourſelves above him. The 
Apoſtle's Meaning needs no Explanation. 
By the Word Charity he means what I be- 
liese is meant by every rational Being, who 
makes Uſe of it. He means that — 


- 
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of Heart, that Humanity of Diſpoſition, that 
obliges us to feel for the Sufferings and Af- 
flictions of our Fellow-Creatures, and excites 
in us a ſincere Deſire of ſerving, comforting, 
and aſſiſting them in all their Calamities 
and Diſtreſſes. I hat will oblige us, though 
we bear Sufferings ourſelves, to adminiſter to 
the Wants or Sufferings of others. That will 
uot ſuffer us to envy any Man's Happineſs; 
but will oblige us to endeavour to promote 
the Happineſs of all. That never makes us 
vaunt, or lord it over our own Species, but 
places us upon an Equality with all good Men. 
That never tempts us to think evilly of our 
Neighbours, or to judge unfavourably with- 
out a Cauſe. In tine, he means that Purity 
of Spirit which leads us to act upon the ſame 
Principle with God, and do Good to every 
Thing, to the utmoſt of our Power, and no 

Harm; without which, though we may 
have Faith and Knowledge, and though we 
give our Goods to feed the Poor, and our 
Bodies to be burned, it will avail us Nothing, 


ſure enough. There are many who have 


what ſome call Faith, and Knowledge, and 
have neither Humanity nor any other 
irtue, There are alſo many who give their 
Goods to feed the Poor through Oſtentation, 
or to anſwer ſome worldly End; and yet haye 


not this tender Feeling, this, Humanity of 


E 2 Diſpoſition ; 
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Diſpoſition, this Sincerity of Heart, which 
ſprings from Purity of Spirit. And there 
have been many who have given their Bo- 
dies to be burned, through a blind, miſ- 
guided Zeal, and, at the ſame Time, have been 
entire Strangers to that Tenderneſs of Heart, 
'that Humanity of Diſpoſition, that Love of 
one another, that Purity of Spirit, which the 
- Apoſtle ſeems now to be growing pretty well 
acquainted with, and which is very foreign 
from the Doctrine of Faith without 
Works being ſufficient to juſtify a Man in 
the Sight of Gd. But the Saints of theſe 
Days ſeldom quote this Part of the Apoſtle's 
"Writings, and when they do, they take Care 
to put ſuch Meanings to it, as may render 
it of a Piece with the Reſt of their Doctrine, 
though the true one may be eafily perceived. 
After St. Paul has given us this excellent 
commendatory Hurangue in Favour of good 
Works, and tells us that, without them, all we 
can do will avail us Nothing, he gives us to un- 
derſtand alſo, that, till now, he was himſelt a 
Stranger to their true Value; that whatſo- 
ever he had ſaid, or wrote heretofore was only 
weak and childiſh, and conſequently errone- 
- ous ; becauſe he had not arrived at a proper 
State of Perfection, and therefore his Know- 
ledge was weak; he had not Light ſuffi- 
cient to enable him to ſee the Trutl. When 
3 | | « I Was 


MB. . 
„J was a Child (he ſays) J ſpoke as a 
% Child, I underſtood as a Child, 'I thought 
«as a Child ; but when I became a Man, 
„ put away childiſh Things; for now we 
« ſee through a Glaſs darkly ; but then Face 
e to Face, Now I know in Part, but then 
«« ſhall I know even alſo as I am known. 

« And now abideth Faith, Hope, Chari- 
« ty, theſe three; but the greateſt of all is 
« Charity.“ 

I hope Nobody c. can be fo ignorant as to 
ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle means here his In- 
fancy, his real Childhood; for we all know 
that Children ſpeak as Children, underſtand 
as Children, and think as Children, This 
would have had no Connection with what he 
was writing about, and muſt have been very 
"ridiculouſly introduced. No; he means his 
Minority in Virtue, his Childhood in Under- 
ſtanding; at which Time his Ideas were weak 
and imperfect; ſo that he ſpoke childiſhly, 

fooliſhly and erroneouſly ; underſtood child- 
iſhly, fooliſhly and erroneouſly, and thought 
childiſhly, fooliſhly and erroneouſly ; becauſe 
he was in the dark. But now he is arrived 
at a perfect State of Manhood in Underſtand- 
ing, he fees clearly, and childiſh, fooliſh, 

erroneous Things are put away, Now he 
knows, even alſo as he is known.. - And 
now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, - theſe 
We three 3 
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three; but the greateſt of all is Charity.“ 
And now abides, or remains, the Sum of all 
true Knowledge, neceſſary to Salvation :; to 


believe in God, and Jeſus Chriſt; to place 


our Hope and Truſt in them; * to prac- 
tife good Works; but the greateſt of all 
theſe Virtues (he ſays) is the Practice of good 
Works. I think St. Paul has here very frank» 


ly, and very plainly, acknowledged and re- 
nounced his former Errors or Miſtakes. 
However, for better Confirmation, let us fee 
what he ſays in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 


Chap. iv. Ver. 11, &c. ©. Tam afraid of you, 


&« leſt | have beſtowed upon you Labour in 


* yain.” Ver. 13, &c. Ye know how 
te through Infirmity of the Fleſh, I preached 
4 fthe Goſpel] unto you at the firſt; and my 
«© Temptation which was in my Fleſh, ye 


« deſpiſed not, nor rejected, but received 
© me as an Angel of God, even as Chrift 


% Jeſus. Where is then the Bleſſedneſs you 
te ſpake of? for I bear you Record, that, if it 


te had been poſſible, ye would have plucked 
* cout your own Eyes and have given them 


t to me. Am I therefore become your Enemy 
becauſe I tell you the Truth? 

. — I ſhould be glad to know what this 
Goſpel was, that he had preached to them at 
the firſt, through Jofirmity of the Pleſh, and 
whey his 9 was in his Fleſh, ; which 

ey 
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they deſpiſed not, nor rejected; and for which 
they had received him ſo very lovingly. He 
never preached or taught any Doctrine that had 
the leaſt Appearance of Infirmity of the Fleſh, 
or Temptation in it, except the unhappy Miſ- 
takes in his firſt Epiſtle, alteady treated of; and 
by which he had perſuaded them to believe 

might ſerve God with their Spirits, and the 
Devil with their Bodies, which was nat only 
a Temptation of tbe Fleſh, and of Satan, but 
alfo an abſurd Impoſſibility ; for no Man can 
ſerve God'and Mammon at-the ſame Time ; 
all Sins being Works of the Spirit, and ſet in 
Action by the Will, however, they might 
believe that Chriſt was to be anſwerable for 
their Sins, and that was Service ſufficient: to 
inſure Juſtification, Then no Wonder, indeed, 
that he was well received who told it, and his 
Doctrine acoutted for Bleſſedneſs; no Won- 
der if they beheld him as an Angel of God, 
or even as Chriſt Jeſus; juſt as we behold 
our famous Apoſtles here, who teach the like 
Abſurdities. Nay, if it had been. poſſible, 
they would have plucked out their own Eyes 
and have given them to him, Who doubts 
it? We ſee aſtoniſhing Inſtances of Things 
of the ſame Nature every Day, At the Tire 
'St. Paul mentions the above Particulars, he is 
writing to the Galatians, againſt Circumciſion; 
but that was not the Doctrine he W 
85 which 
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which they had been ſo highly delighted here- 
tofore; for, certainly, he had never preached. 
Circumciſion to them, or to any Body elſe. 
It is therefore evident, that it was the un- 


happy Miſtakes already mentioned, which 
are only to be found in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, and which he had afterwards found 


to be | Miſtakes, and Temptations of the 


' Fleſh, and had therefore acknowledged, be: 


nounced, and put entirely away. 

After St. Paul became enlightened, ＋ 
bad put away his childiſh and unthinking 
Errors, no Man that ever lived upon the 
Earth could or did ſay more in Favour of 
good Works. To ſum up all Particulars 
would be tireſome and needleſs; the follow- 


ing may ſuffice, with what we have already 


placed before us in the foregoing Sheets. 

Galatians, Chap. vi. Ver. 14. © For all the 
« Law is fulfilled in one Word, even in this, 
“ Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf.” 
Ver. 10. And as we have therefore Oppor- 
« tunity, let us do Good unto all Men, eſpe- 
* cially-unto them who are of the Houſhold 
« of Faith.” 

Coloſſians, Ch. iii. Yar. &66+: <* And above 


« all Things put on Charity, which is the 


© Bond of PerfeQneſs.” , Epheſians, Chap. 


iv. Ver. 22. That ye put off, concerning 


« the former Converſation, the- old Man, 
7 e which 


| „ | 
* which is corrupt according to the deceit- 
t© ful Luſts, and be renewed in the Spirit 
te of your Mind.” And, Chap. v. Ver. 5: 
te For that ye know that no Whoremonger, 
te nor unclean Perſon, nor covetous Man 
* who is an Idolater, hath any Inheritance 
« in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of God.“ 
' Hebrews, Chap. x. Ver: 26. ** For if we 
te ſin wilfully, after we have received the 
© Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth 
© no-more Sacrifice for Sins, but a certain 
s fearful looking for of Judgment, and*fiery 
e Indignation, which ſhall devour the Ad- 
te verſaries.“ And, Ch. xii. Ver. 14. Fol- 
r low Peace with all Men, and FHolineſs, 
* Without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
He alſo deſires the Hebrews, * not to be 
c unmindful to entertain Strangers, for by 
* ſo doing (ſays he) ſome have entertained 
t Angels unawares,” N 

Now, if I tell a Man one Thing, one Mo- 
ment, and the Contrary the next, I muſt be 
a Liar, and the Truth is not in me. Nay, I 
muſt be a Wretch not fit to be relied upon on 
any Occaſion, And therefore ſuch as take 
upon them to ſuppoſe, that after St. Paul be- 
comes perfectly enlightened, he tells us, that 
without good Works we can never fee God, 


nor have any Inheritance in his Kingdom: 
F and 
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i and in the ſame Breath tells us, they will 


avail us Nothing, pay him a ſhocking Com- 


pliment, and, inſtead of that Regard due to 


their adored Director, they endeavour to de- 
grade and debaſe him, in a moſt ſcandalous 


and ſhameful Manner. As for my Part, 
do not pretend to idolize St. Paul, or his 


Writings, more than any other; and yet I am 


ſo truly ſenſible of his Meaning, in every 


Reſpect, I would venture to give my Oath, 


% . 


that from the Beginning of his firſt Epiſtle 


tothe Corinthians, to the laſt Word in He- 


brews, he neither wrote or meant a Thing 


that tended in the leaſt to diſcountenance, or 
. diſcourage the Practice of good Works; but 

every Thing to the Contrary, And whatſo- 
ever he ſeems to mention, concerning the In- 


validity of Works, regards no other than the 


Works, or Deeds of the Moſaic Law; the 

Works in which the Jews put their Truft, 

and on which they had placed their Hopes 
of Salvation. | | 


he Doctrine of Chtiſt had aboliſhed all 


a thoſe ſuperſtitions and ſuperfluous Ceremo- 


nies, and therefore it was the Apoſtle's Duty 
to write againſt them; and let the People 
know, that it was not by them they were to 
be ſaved, but by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his Doctrine; by which the Seeds of Grace 
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are planted in our Hearts, to bring forth: 
Fruits unto Righteouſneſs ; and theſe Fruits 
are Virtues ; the righteous Works of the 
Spirit, or what are commonly called good 
Works. \ 

It were needleſs to obſerve what 'St, John 
ſays in Favour of good Works; all his Epiſ- 
tles tend to nothing elſe but to excite a 
Deſire in People to love and affiſlt one 
another. I ſhall therefore paſs him b pa * 
take a little Notice of St. James, on che Oc- 
caſion: James, the favoured Servant of 15 
Maſter. So highly favoured, and ſo near in 
his Affections, that St. Paul calls him the 
Lord's Brother. 
ames, Chap. ii. Ver. 17, &c, Even ſo 
aith, if it hath not Works, is dead, bein 
a * Vea, a Man may ſay, thou haſt 
„ Faith, and I have Works; ſhew me thy 
% Faith without thy Works, and I will ſhew 
< thee my Faith by my Works. Thou 
«+ believeſt that there is one God; thou doeſt 
« yell: The Devils alſo believe, and tremble, 
&© But wilt thou know, O vain Man! that 
Faith without Works is dead? Was not 
«« Abraham, our Father, juſtified by Works, 
© when he had offered Iſaac, his Son, upon 
« the Altar? Seeſt thou how Faith — 
2 LN his FY and by Works was Faith 
F 2 made 
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© made perfect. And the Scripture was ful- 
filled, which ſaith, Abraham believed God, 
and it was imputed unto -him for Righte-' | 
 ouſneſs, and he was called the Friend of 
© God. Ye ſee then how that by. Works a 
„ Man is juſtified, and not by Faith only. 
6 Likewile, alſo, was not Rahab the Harlot 
* juſtified by Works, when ſhe had received 
* the Meſſengers, and had ſent them out 
e another Way, For as the Body without 
« the Spirit is dead, ſo F aith without Works 
“js dead alſo.“ 
Now let us turn our Eyes, * a ſow Mo- 
ments, towards the Old Teſtament, and per- 
ceive What the Prophet Iſaiah has laid be- 
fore us. Iſaiah, Chap. xx viii. Ver. 6, &c. 
Js not this the F aſt that I have choſen! ? to 1 
* Jooſe the Bonds of Wickedueſs, to undo 
c the heavy Burdens, and to let the oppreſ- 
<« ſed go free, and that ye break every Yoke ? 
te Is it not to deal thy bread to the Hungry ; 
e and that thou bring the Poor, that are caft 
.* out, to thy Houſe? When thou ſeeſt the 
Naked, that thou cover him, and that thou 
„ hide not thyſelf from thine own Fleſh; 
„ then ſhall thy Light break forth as the | 
„ Morning, and thy Health ſhall ſpring fortnmn 
+55 ſpeedily ; and thy Righteouſneſs. ſhall go 
Le "prior thee, the CP of the Lord ſhall 


"6 be 
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« be thy Reward, Then ſhalt thou call, 
and the Lord ſhall anſwer ; thou (halt cry, 
„ and he ſhall ſay, Here Jam: If thou take 

WELL away from the Midſt of the Yoke, the 

putting forth of the Finger, and ſpeaking 

. Vanity. And if thou draw out thy Soul 

te to the Hungry, and ſatisfy the affiicted 

«Soul, then ſhall thy Light riſe in Obſcu- 

« rity; and thy Darkneſs be as the Noon- 

* Day: And the Lord ſhall guide thee con- 

t tinually, and ſatisfy thy Soul in Drought; 

% and make fat thy Bones; and thou 

te ſhalt be like a watered Garden, and like 

wk Spring of Waters, whoſe Waters tall 
© not.“ 

Here are Promiſes to Good Works! even 
Health, Strength, and conſequently long Life. 
Here is, indeed, the true Spirit of God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt; and ſure and certain Proofs of 
divine Inſpiration. And yet I do not remem- 
ber that I have ever heard a Sermon preached 
on theſe Words; neither did I ever hear of 
any new Sec, or Religion, the Doctrines of 
which had been founded upon them. The 
Truth of it is, they come too near the Al- 
-mighty Power, and his Son, to anſwer a 
intereſted, or worldly End; and ſuch as have 
Intereſted, or worldly Ends to anſwer, -muſt 
Wea hold on ſomething that will draw-the Peo- 


ple 
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ple after them. Now: there cannot be a finer 
Bait to catch the Ignorant with, than that of 
perſuading them to believe they may go to 
Heaven, without deſtroying their Luſts, tak- 
ing any Trouble, or parting with the Goods of 


this World, which are ſo very dear to them. 


A violent Fuſs about the Name of Jefus, 


_ and a great Shew of Sanctity, like ſounding 


| Brafs, or a tinkling Cymbal (as the Apoſtle 


expreſſes it) empty found, Words without 
Deeds, are all they have to trouble their 
Heads about, in this Life; but when they 
ſhall-come, at the laſt Day, to ſeek a Reward 
for theit famous Doings ; they will be an- 
ſwered in the Words of the Lord, 'by 'the 
Gofpel according to Matthew, Chap. vii. 


Ver. 23. Then will I profeſs unto them, 


„I never knew you: Depart from me ye 
* that work Iniquity.” = N 


God has diſtinguiſhed us. from the Beaſts 


of the Field, by making us rational Beings; 


Reaſon, makes himſelf a Brute. Now, ſuch 


and therefore he who will not be guided by 


as adhere to the foregoing dreadful Errors, 
will not ſo much as hear Reaſon ; they diſ- 


_  clamit; and fly in the Face of every Body, 


who even mentions the word Reaſon ; they 
have & ſtrong a Conviction, fo convincing a 


Proof 


| SOT. 
Proof of the Verity, the Validity of their Doc- 
trine, and which has ſo ſtrange an Effect on the 
| qe of ignorant People, that they hold inthe - 
heſt Contempt all who would oppoſe e it. 
= Proof is a Receiving, or Working of the 
Spirit: The Spirit that js not, and never ex- 
iſted. This Spirit is a certain Calm, Quiet, or 
Peace of Mind, which all People upon the 
Face of the Earth enjoy, at one Time or 
other, when they imagine they have done a 
; Thing that is right ; and more eſpecially in 
Matters of Faith, where theit future Welfare 
| is concerned. This Spirit is a Spirit of our 
own creating; and fo very fickle and incon- 
ſtant, that it change. Sides as often as we 
change our Opinions ; it waits upon the Jew 
as well as the Chriftian, and will as readily 
attend the Infidel as either, 
Marcus Brutus was poſſeſſed of this Spirit, 
when he murdered Cofar his beſt Friend. 
| He had that certain Calm, that Peace of 
Mind, becauſe he conceited he had done a 
meritorious Feat, and therefore imagined 
himſe'f under the Protection of the Gods, 
But, when he finds himſelf miſtaken, and 
apprehends that he has Reaſon to believe he 
ts abandoned by Fortune, he complains, and 
accuſes the Gods of paying no Regard to 
Virtue. 


The 
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1 he moſt wicked, approbrious, and aban= ö 


doned Sinners have this Spirit, as well as the 


Good and the Upright; provided they imagine 
that what they do is tg anſwer any good End: 


And though the divine Hand of Juſtice ne- 


ver ceaſes to purſue them, in ſome Shape or 
other, they are ignorant of the Cauſe, till it is 
too late, and then they find their Spirit has 
deceived them. 

do not pretend to aſſert, that the Spirit of 
God does not work in the Hearts of his Ser- 


vants, for that would be falſe Doctrine; but | 


he is not a Spirit of our own making ; the 
fickle Spirit that waits upon Opinion; he. is the 
Spirit of Truth ; the Spirit that never. varies z 
ae? is always the fame. He is not one Day 
with Apollos, and another Day with Paul : 
You will not find him in Wh—d's Tabernacle, 
and in W y's Meeting-Houſe, at the 
ſame Times. He is the Spirit that Streng- 
thens and enlightens us; and without his 
Aſſiſtance, what we do is but very imperfect, 
ſure enough. Whatſoever Movement may 
be in our Minds in Favour of a good Act, 
whilſt he is not of our Party, is generally 

uaſhed, and overcome by the predominant 
Evil in our Diſpoſitions. However, certain it 
is, if we do not ſeek for him in a proper 


Manner, and endeayour to do all the Good 
we 
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we can, to the utmoſt. of our Power, dye 
ſhall-never- find him; and conſequently he 
will never enlighten us, or give us any Aſs! 
ſiſtance. But turn to him, and he will 
meet you Half-Way. | 
I ſhallconclude my Quotations from gie 
ture, with a Prophecy of St. Paul's, truly 
worthy of Obſervation. Second Epiſtle to. 
Timothy, Chap. iii. Ver. 1. This know 
e alſo, that in the laſt Days perilous Times 
* ſhall come: For Men ſhall be lovers of their 
© own ſelves, covetous, Boaſters, proud, Blaſ- 
© phemers, diſobedient to Parents, unthank- 
« ful; unholy, without natural Affections, 
© Truce-breakers, faiſe Accuſers, inconti- 
e nent, fierce, Deſpiſcrs of thoſe that are 
„ good. Traitors, heady, high- minded, Lo- 
te vers of Pleaſure, more than Lovers of God z 
having a Form of Godlineſs, but denying 
te the Power thereof. From ſuch turn away; 
* for of this Sort are they which creep into 
« Houſes, and lead captive filly Women, 
« laden with Sins, led away with divers 
« Luſts, ever learning, and never able to 
« come to the Knowledge of the Truth.” 

I think, my. Lord, no Man can deny that 
the Apoſtle had the true Spirit-of Prophecy: 
The perilous Times are certainly come; at 

G | leaſt 
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Teaft to us. And, as I do not apprehend that 
the whole Fabric of this Earth will be to- 
tally deſtroyed, at one and the ſame Time, 
it was, undoubtedly, in us the Prophecy was 
meant to be fulfilled. There is Matter in it, 
my Lord, of ſo remarkable a Nature, that it 
claims not only our Attention, in the greateſt 
Degree, but alſo our Admiration. 
The Apoſtle tells us, that in the laſt Days 
perilous Times ſhall come; and he gives us 
a ſhort Account of thoſe Perils. Now, he 
ſays Nothing concerning Murders,  Rapes, 
Aduledies, and many other heinous Crimes, 
- which were the Crimes of all Ages; he only 
mentions ſome few of a peculiar Nature, 
which - heretofore had not abounded.; and, 
by which, as ſure and certain Signs and To- 
kens, we may be given to underſtand, that 
the lateſt Days are come, when Judgment 

| (hed no longer ſtay. - | 
England, my Lord, has been, for ſome 
* paſt,” a very wicked Nation; yet her 
Vices were tinctured with Virtue. Tender- 
' neſs, and generous Humanity, the darling At- 
- tributes-of God, were never abſent: from her, 
in the midſt of her Exceſſes. Theſe were 
Standards, my Lord, whereby her Natives 
. were known in all Countries, and her Fame 


pro- 
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roclaimed throughout the Chriſtian World. 


y thefe ſhe was protected, even in Clouds of 
Vice. For the Sake of theſe, her Failings 


were looked over, her Sins were blotted out. 


and her Iniquities were remembered no more. 
For theſe, the throve and flouriſhed in Indo- 
lence and Eaſe. For theſe, Succeſs crowned 
all her Undertakings ; her Enemies were 
made her Footſtools; and happy Plenty 
waited on the Feaſts of even her moſt indi- 
gent Sons. Now, ſhe has baniſhed her guar- 
dian Angels, and the Bleſſings are alſo gone. 
Now, ſhe lies open to the Power of Satan, 
whoſe Delight it is to deſtroy : He therefore 


blinds her, ſo that ſhe walks in Ignorance. 


Her Light, is changed to Darkneſs ; her Hap- 


pineſs, to Miſery ; her Liberty, to Slavery; 


and her Glory, to Confuſion. - 
The People, now, my Lord, are become 


hardened, cruel, and in humane; without natu- 


ral Affections; loving Nothing but themſelves, 


and ſeeking to deſtroy one another. Cove- 


tous, avaricious, overbearing ; complaining of 


 Oppreffion, and yet the greateſt Oppreſſors. 


Boaſters, opiniated, conceited, and proud 
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"of what their Vices will not ſuffer them to 


live to enjoy. Unholy, unthapkful, ungrate- 


ful; never fatisfying; and never ſatisfied with 
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any Thing. Children diſobedient to Parents, 
ard Parents taking Pains to deſtroy the Souls 
of their Children. Incontinent, fierce (the 
Effects of Inhumanity) giving Offence where 
they are not offended, and dealing Evil where 
they have received Good. Deſpiſers of the 
Good and Juſt ; and Lovers of Pleaſure, more 
than Lovers * God: Truce, or Promiſe- 
breakers. Falſe Accuſers; ſeeking to take 
away the Lives, or Livelihoods of their Fellow- 
creatures, by Scandal and Detraction, without 
any rational Excitement thereto ; and if they 
cannot rob them of their Lives, or Liveli- 
hoods, they will rob them of their Peace. 
Blaſphemers, T raitors; heady, high- minded; 
gralping at Power, which they know not how 

to wield; having a Form of- Godlineſs, 
though denying the Power of God; and 
creeping into Houſes to deceive ignorant Peo- 
ple, who are ever learning, and never able to 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
Liſbon, my Lord, ſuffered for her Cruelty. 
Sodom, and Gomorrah, were deſtroyed for 
beaſtly, and unnatural Affections. Egypt was 
viſited for Luxury, and Infidelity; and I have 

reat Reaſon to believe that England will be 
viſited for the above Crimes of her own, and 
all the others along with them; for ſhe is 
now exempt from none. ; 
| ' t 
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It has always _ obſervable, my Lord, 
that when a People have arrived to the ut- 
moſt Pitch of Wickedneſs that they could 
poſſibly arrive at; they have then received 
the fatal Blow, becauſe then they are no 
longer ſufferable in the Sight of God. 

I do not pretend to propheſ Ys my Lord, 
but I am a rational Being; I believe in God, 
and in Jeſus Chriſt; I partly know theic 
Ways; I can expound the Scriptures as well 
as any modern Apoſtle of them all; and I 
will venture to ſay, that, unleſs ſome very 
effectual Method is taken, to reduce the Peo- 
ple of England to their former State, they wall 
Ki viſited with Peſtilence, Famine, or ſome 
other dreadful, and unavoidable Calamity, 
whereby to cut them off, and that very ſpee- 
dily too. By reaſon they cannot arrive at a 
higher Pitch of Wickedneſs than they are 
at, at preſent ; ſo that the Wrath is kindled, 
and the Sword unſheathed. 

Now this, my Lord, muſt be the Clergy's 
Care. It therefore behoves them to ſet about 
it, without the leaſt Delay, and uſe their ut- 
moſt Endeavours to retrieve the People, be- 
fore it is tao late, by public Prayers, and Ad- 
monitions, as well as private Solicitations ; 
laying before them the Nature of their State, 

and 
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and their Offences. Let them call home 
Chriſtianity, my Lord, * which was turned 
out of his Majefty's Dominions about eighteen 
Years ago; and, in all Probability, their 
guardian Angels, Tenderneſs and Human 
will return alſo; for I obſerved, my Lo 
that after ſhe was gone, the others ſoon fol- 
towed'; they being ever inſeparable, Let 
them admoniſh Parents, and Governors of 
Families, to deter their Children, or ſuch as 
are under their Care, from Acts of Crutlty, 
and giving Offence, which are the firſt Things 
they are now indulged in; from whence 
ſprings forth Hardneſs of Heart; and from 
Hardneſs of Heart, every other Evil that 
tends to fure Deſtruction, both here, and 
"hereafter. Let them endeavour to prevail 
upon the People in general to love one ano- 
ther, and not oblige 8 Fellow Creatures to 
©be terrified at the Sight of one of their 'own 
Species. To practiſe good Works, and to be 
"honeſt, charitable, generous, and humane; and 
then they will thrive. Their latter End will 
be better than their Beginning. Whereas, 
the Wicked proſper only for a Time. Their 
Sun goes down in ſorrow, and Affliction, Mi- 
ſery, and Pain, and often in grievous Want, 
* Alteration of Eves, and Eeftivals, | 
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20 fore Diſtreſs. To love, and honour 
their royal Sovereign, and never wiſh. for 
Nero to Rule over them, who cauſed dhe 
Murders of his Mother, and his Tutor, and 
laughed to ſee his Country ſet on Fire. Let 
all pernicious Doctrines be ſupprefled,. and 
driven out from amongſt the People, not only 
in this Metropolis, but in every other Part of 
our Conſtitution, I mean, ſuch Doctrines 
as tend to promote Cruelty, Hardneſs: of 
eart, Such Doctriges as tend to. baniſh 
umanity, Charity, Md natural Affections 
of every Kind, by perſuading People to be- 
lieve that good Works are not neceſſary to 
Salvation, and thereby laying the blackeſt 
Odiums, and moſt ſcandalous Imputations 
the juſtice of God, and his adorable 
Loet ſuch as chuſe to teach, teach the 
DoGrine of Jeſus Chriſt, and no Matter who 
they are, or where they teach it. 

I am ſorry to ſay, my Lord, that too many 
of this Nation do not believe that there is a 
God, or Jeſus Chriſt, no, .not even a fature 

And ſuch as do believe, and willingly 
would fave their Souls, encourage and run, 
after falſe. Teachers, who lead them to Per- 
dition, becauſe their own will not take proper 

' Pains to inſtruct them, and ſet them | in the 
right Road. 


That | © 
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There i is a Way, my Lord, to obtain Sal- 


vation, than which, nothing is more Eaſy ; 


for God's Yoke is Eaſy, and his Burden 
light. - He is Good, and Juſt, and when 
he created Man, be did not create him to 


deſtroy him, by making the Means whereby 


he' was to obtain Salvation a Matter of 
Difficulty, Hardſhip, Pain, or Trouble, he 
created him to be happy; and therefore he 
made the Means whereby he was to obtain 
Salvation, the moſt eaſy Thing in Nature ; 


far from being attended with Hardſhip, Di- 


ſſiculty, Pain, or Trouble; for as I ſaid be- 


fore, his Yoke is Eaſy, and his Burden light. 


Inſtead of Thorns, and Bryars, (as the Ig- 
norant imagine) he has ſtrewn Roſes in the 
Way. He has made the Path delightful, 
ſweet, deſirable, and pleaſing to the Mind, 

purpoſely that we may chuſe it before that 
which ads to Death. And this will come 
againſt unhappy Sinners, at Judgment. Tt 
ſhall then be proved that they have fled from 
Pleaſure, Peace, and Comfort, to embrace 
Hardſhip, Trouble, and Affliction; as though 
they would ſay, they would rather endure 
any Thing, than obey the Will of God, and 
live with him hereafter, ſo that, of Neceſſity, 
they 
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that lives, theſe Queſtions: 
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they muſt acknowledge the Juſtice of their 
Sentence; which they could not do, if God 
had made the Means of their Salvation a 
Matter of Difficulty; for then they would 
have ſome Excuſe to plead for their Diſobe- 


dience, whereas, now they can have none. 


They muſt love God above all Things, 
my Lord; for in this the Sum of every Thing 
is compriſed. And they muſt give Proofs 
that they love God above all Things; and 
theſe very Proofs that they are to give, will 
poſſeſs them of the Love of God, and make 
them pure and ſpotleſs as the new-born Babe, 
And theſe are only to be found in the Prac- 
tice of Virtue; which ſo far from being 
88 troubleſome, or diſagreeable to either 

, or Mind, is ſo extremely pleaſing, and 


| delightful, it is amazing to me, how any 


Creature breathing can ever practiſe the con- 
trary. I will aſk the moſt hardened Wretch 
Which ofthe 
two, feels the greater Satisfaction, the more 
leaſing heart-felt Joy, he who commits a 
urder, or he who faves his Neighbour's Lite? 
He who robs, or wrongs an honeſt Man of 
his Subſlance, or he who ſaves an honeſt. 
Man from being wronged, and cauſes his 


Right to be reſtored to him? I dare ven- 
_ = ture 
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ture to ſay, it will be given to the latter, 
in both Caſes. 1 


It therefore behoves them, my Lord, if 


they pay the leaſt Regard to the Welfare of 
their Souls, to ſet themſelves apart imme- 
diately, to practiſe Virtue: For every Vir= 
tue is an Atfribute of God, and the Spirit 
of God, which preſides ovet each Virtue, 
will ſtrengthen and affiſt them in the Prac- 
tice, ſo that they will grow fond of it; It 
will be pleaſing to them. They will take 
Delight in it: The oppoſite Evil they will 
baniſh entircly from them. It will bs dead 
to them: They will perceive its Defottnity; 
they will therefore hate it; they will deteſt 
it, and never think of it again, bat with ab- 
horrence. — And the highet they riſe in. the 
Practice ef Virtue, the more they will be 
freed from Sin; for every Virtue will baniſh 
its oppoſite Vice Virtue and the Love of it, 


will by this Means become habitual, and - 


Vice entirely extin& ; for Oppoſites cannot 
both work together; one or the othet muſt 
be defeated. | 


Now, the mote they are freed from Sin, 


the nearer they will come to Purity: The 
nearer they ceme to Putty, the nearer they 
will come to God in Perfection; and the 


nearer 
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nearer they come to God in Perfection, the 
tore they will be enlightened, ſtrengthened, 
and impowered; till at length they will at- 
tain to a true Knowledge of God, and his Ways; 
and when they once know them, they can- 
not help loving them above all Things. They 
are fo truly adorable, ſo heavenly 8 : 
they poſſeſs the Soul with angelic Rapture. 
Their Thoughts, their Attention, will be 
entirely taken up in ennumerating their ad- 
mirable Beauties, their wonderful Perfections; 
they will Think of nothing elſe, they will 
ſtudy nothing elſe, and they will Love no- 
thing elſe. They will love Virtue, becauſe 
it bears the Likeneſs of God and they will 
love God, becauſe he is the Author of Vir- 
fue. — They will be elevated, raiſed above 


the Fopperies, the Vanities and Vices of this 
World ; they will look down upon them 


with Contempt ; they will deſpiſe their Mean- 
neſs; they will be aſhamed, they will be 
aſtoniſhed to think they ever could have been 
ſo ignorant as to pay the leaſt Regard to 
them; and they will ſincerely pray to Gd 
for Pardon. — The old Man will be then put 
off, in earneſt; Corruption, will have put 
on ' Incorruption ; Mortality, Immorta'tty. 
They will be regenerated in Virtue, pure, 

H 2 and 


joined with the happy Family of God; 
and then conſcious Virtue, will * the true 
rg Spirit that will ae them their 
former ins ſhall be remitted. 
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and ſpotleſs as the new- born Babe, and 


That the "7 = Spirit of Grace, and your | 
Lordſhip's faithful Endeavours, may effect a - 
happy Reconciliation between theſe falling 
People, and their offended God, is, FE Lord, 
the ſincere Deſire of, | EY. 
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Your Lordſhip's ET 


| Moſt obedient, and 


Moſt hu ple Servant, 
rr I'S "A. . | 
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